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PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To inform the Committee of the results of the recent consultation on the review of the Council’s 
Statement of Principles published under s.349 of the Gambling Act 2005.

1. INTRODUCTION

Section 349(1) of the Gambling Act requires licensing authorities to ‘prepare a statement of the 
principles that they propose to apply in exercising its functions under the Act’.

Section 349(2) of the Act requires the licensing authority to review the statement at least every three 
years, revise it if necessary and to publish any revision.  Regulations require that any revision to the 
Statement of Principles must be published at least four weeks before the revised Statement comes 
into effect.

The current Statement of Principles will expire on 30 January 2019. At the Licencing Committee 
meeting on 19 April 2018 members approved the draft statement of principles. It was also agreed that 
consultation on the draft Statement would be carried out over a 12 week period and the responses 
reported to this Committee.

2. REPORT

Section 349 requires the licensing authority to consult:

 The Chief Officer of Police,
 One or more persons representing the interests of persons carrying on gambling businesses 

in the local authority area,
 One or more persons representing the interests of persons who are likely to be affected by the 

exercise of the authority’s functions under the Act.

The consultation was carried out over a 12 week period in accordance with government guidelines. 
The Council received responses from the Gambling Commission and GamCare. The Lead Licensing 
Officer has also attended a meeting with other Devon Authorities with the aim of providing a 
consistent approach across the county. The final draft policy is included in appendix D. The proposed 
amendments that have been made after the consultation period are detailed in green text.

3. IMPLICATIONS

Legal Implications
By consulting on the revised Statement of Principles, the Authority has complied with the legal 
requirements of s.349 of the Act.  The Statement must, however, be formally adopted by full Council 
and then published in accordance with regulations.



  
Financial Implications
None

Human Resources Implications
None 

Sustainability Implications
None

Equality/Diversity
None

Risk Management
The Statement of Principles must be regularly reviewed and kept up to date.  Without an up to date 
Policy, the Authority would be at risk of legal challenge in relation to its responsibility for the regulation 
of gambling premises.

Compliance with Policies and Strategies
All regulatory activity is carried out in accordance with current policy and procedures.

Lead Member Views
Councillor James has been consulted

4. CONCLUSIONS

The Statement of Principles sets out the Authority’s approach to the regulation of gambling in its area 
and the standards it will apply in relation to licensed premises, permits and registrations.  The 
proposed revisions to the current Policy are designed to keep it up to date, relevant, robust and to 
reflect evolving guidance from the Gambling Commission since the last review in 2016.

5. RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended:

1. that Members approve the revised Statement of Principles; 
2. that the revised Statement be presented for formal adoption by full Council;
3. that, once adopted, the revised Statement be published in accordance with regulations.

SUPPORTING INFORMATION

Consultations: As detailed in the report 

Contact Officer: Chris Parkhouse

Background Papers: Licensing data area/files


